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t just remmbersd a discussion that quite conceivably may have 
been the item that first reminded me of your papaw on SC! fivsyears 
$30. At 8 brlef1n-j ui: the Genetics Study Section at tka tlfW, there 
PUS sme discussion of an eveluotlon study that ths NIH ad~:fnistration 
was in7terestt3d in making to svaluets the actual Impact of Nfff support 
for biological end medical research in this country. The NIH adnainistration 
~2s consI&riny a number of rather fancy and I neff i cicnt schemes for 
doing this. it should take ltttls imagination to see how SCI could 
sccanplish the purpose at a negltgibtc addftionel cost. irr the first 
place ths tyw of acknowledged support with more cr lass dstsil could 
be one of the keyr in the index, Perhaps even more Important, a?wrg 
ltnss you have 2 1 ready st rsssed , the impact of HIM supported work 
could be mmured in terma of the frequency of c)tatiasr to It. ? have 
little doubt that in one generation you would reach an impact figure 
of psthaps m but It probably mid help the NiH very much in Its 
prasentatton to Congress if it could docment a stat-t of this 
ktnd. I hava the impression that the NiH was constderfng spendtng 
rather more money for thl s boondoggle than it wbuid take to suppmt 
SCI properly so this may,be a tack well worth mentlonfng. t suggest 
that you bring up the point wfth Dr. Wilson if there is a congenfal 
oppottunlty as it wry well represent mother lmttr for obtatning 
Fe&ml support. Qufte ssrbusly with so many agencies anxious to 
know Just uhat their real effect Is, a quantitative measure su& 
as SCi would very readily furnish would be a vary valuable tool 
for tttenr. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joshua Ledsrbarg 
Professor of Gsnet its 


